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The Follett References Project

• Intent is to create a truly comprehensive list of significant 
references to Mary Parker Follett across all literature and 
media.

• Focus on substantive references and not passing or “pro 
forma” references

• Putting the list into a format useful for researchers and 
anyone who wishes to use it try to trace the lineage of 
impact of Follett’s thinking.

• Sources include books, articles, book reviews, conference 
presentations, white papers, social media posts, etc.

• Conducted in support of part of the mission of the Mary 
Parker Follett Foundation involving the intellectual and 
literary heritage of MPF. 
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Progress To Date (1): Template

• Template created for documenting references
– Currently an Excel spreadsheet for easy sorting

• Includes:
– Author, year, and citation
– Type of reference (book, article, presentation, 

etc.)
– Rated by three degrees of reference:

• Follett or her ideas as “Central Feature”
• “Substantial Reference”
• “Passing Reference”
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Progress To Date (2)

• Set currently includes about 320 items
• Drawn from pre-existing & contributed lists, substantially 

expanded by intuitive Google searches and leads from 
references in documents.

• Includes articles, books, presentations, conference 
proceedings, interviews, social media posts, book reviews, 
obituaries, and more.

• Continuing to work through additional downloaded and 
bookmarked references, including Tonn references in Follett 
biography

• Have not yet begun drawing in additional references from 
Google Scholar (see next slide)

• Have not yet begun drawing in references from ProQuest 
Dissertation Abstracts (see later slide)
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Google Scholar

• Focus first on search for Follett’s name included in the Title 
• Include all variations of Follett’s name, including misspellings
• Search indicates 263 items with “Mary Parker Follett,” 

“M.P. Follett,” “Mary P. Follett” “Mary Follett” in the title 
if “include citations” is unchecked. 
– If “include citations” is checked, 585 items. 

• If search includes “anywhere in the article,” then “Mary 
Parker Follett” alone has 15,600 returns (presumably 
there are many duplicates).

• If including items with Follett in text body but not title, 
review of each may be needed to determine how 
relevant and whether to include in database.
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Dissertation Abstracts Database

• Initial review indicates 3,268 returns for “Mary 
Parker Follett,” “M.P. Follett,” and “Mary Follett,” 
(plus a few under misspellings of her name)
– May be ways to narrow down the search
– Try to narrow review to exclude items where 

Follett is only a passing reference 
• Database exports an CSV file for easy downloading
• Would be great for a volunteer with access to this 

database (usually via a college or university)
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Moving Forward

• Suggestions?
• If interested in volunteering, let us know!
• Will aim to get initial set on website Spring 2026

– Will update periodically
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